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Appointment of the Chair of South of Scotland Enterprise 
 
The Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy, Fergus Ewing MSP, today announced 
the appointment of Professor Russel Griggs OBE as Chair of South of Scotland 
Enterprise. 

 
“I am delighted to announce the appointment of Professor Griggs as the first 
chair of the new South of Scotland Enterprise.  Russel brings a wealth of 
experience to the role, gained through his extensive career in the public, 
private and third sectors.  I am sure he will use this experience to bring a fresh 
approach to supporting the economic growth of the South of Scotland.  
Russel will help to ensure that the new agency is responsive to and informed 
by those in the South of Scotland.  I look forward to working with him as we 
look to deliver an inclusive, vibrant and sustainable South of Scotland for 
future generations.” 

 
Appointment 
 
Professor Russel Griggs has held a number of non-executive positions across the 
private, public and third sectors, as well as undertaking a variety of strategic work for 
public bodies and private companies.  He has wide-ranging experience of public 
sector boards, including of VisitScotland, Scottish Enterprise and the Department for 
Employment and Learning in Northern Ireland.  An honorary Professor of the 
University of Glasgow, he was awarded an OBE in 2008 for services to Scottish 
industry and currently chairs the Scottish Government’s Independent Regulatory 
Review Group and the South of Scotland Economic Partnership. 
 
The appointment is regulated by the Ethical Standards Commissioner. 
 
Length of Term, Remuneration and Time Commitment 
 
The Chair will be appointed from 1 August 2019 for a term of three years and 
eight months.  This will include an eight months period as Chair designate with 
formal chairing responsibilities commencing on 1 April 2020 and ending on 
31 March 2023. 
 
The position is a part time one, of around 1.75 days per week, with remuneration of 
£361.00 per day. 
 
  



Other Ministerial Appointments 
 
Professor Griggs is Chair of the South of Scotland Economic Partnership for which 
he receives £275.00 per day for a time commitment of up to 1.75 days per week.  He 
is also Chair of the Scottish Government Regulatory Review Group for which he 
receives £300.00 per day for a time commitment of up to 1.5 days per week. 
 
Political Activity 
 
All appointments are made on merit and political activity plays no part in the 
selection process.  However, in accordance with the original Nolan 
recommendations, there is a requirement for appointees’ political activity within the 
last five years (if there is any to be declared) to be made public. 
 
Professor Griggs has had no political activity in the last five years. 
 
South of Scotland Enterprise 
 
The South of Scotland Enterprise Act 2019 establishes a new body to “further the 
sustainable economic growth and social development” and “improve the amenity and 
environment of the South of Scotland”.  It will take a fresh approach to addressing 
the enterprise and skills needs of the South of Scotland and drive inclusive growth in 
the region.  Recognising the distinctiveness of the region, the new body will deliver a 
tailored approach to support these aims and Scottish Government’s ambition.  South 
of Scotland Enterprise, when established on 1 April 2020, will take forward a range 
of activities to deliver its aims. 


